












Ecology and
landscaping

Ecological mitigation and enhancement measures that would be implemented include the following:
 
• Species-specific mitigation measures, including
 appropriate timing of site clearance 
• Retention and protection of the tree with potential
 to support roosting bats 
• Wildlife habitats incorporated throughout the
 development including new native tree/shrub
 planting to compensate for the loss of the two
 mature trees, wildflower meadow and wetland
 meadow within the SUDS area 
• A widened ecological corridor adjacent the
 woodland belt. This area would be enhanced
 with native tree/scrubs and wildflower meadow 
• The detailed design of the public-realm lighting 
 would seek to mitigate against any adverse 
 effects on bats 
• Bat and bird boxes would be built into the
 proposed buildings and dead wood piles suitable
 for stag beetle would be created around the site
 perimeter 
• Hedgehog holes would be created at the bottom
 of the close board fences to enable this species
 to utilise garden habitats within the proposed
 development
 
All proposed and retained habitats would be managed in accordance with a Landscape and Ecological
Management Plan. 

We want to create a development that feels green and leafy, and that fits in with
the wider area.

The development layout we’re proposing aims to preserve the existing hedges
and trees around the site’s perimeter. We’ll also introduce new hedgerow and
tree planting in and around the new homes.



Proposed layout

Using the established design principles the layout below has been prepared
which proposes a development with a clear sense of identity and place that
integrates into the the existing community. 

Illustration showing areas of informal play combined with
existing and new landscaping features

Excerpt from layout 
indicating areas of informal play

Childrens play interspersed
with landscaping

Natural play featuresOrganic play areas

Barn style affordable apartments

Sketch showing detailed design proposals along the upgraded byway

Crossing feature

Sensitively designed houses
to convey semi-rural

character

Byway upgraded to
3.1m cycle/footway

Sensitively designed
apartment to convey
semi-rural character

Landscaped green with
integrated organic play
areas between phases
connecting to upgraded

byway



Highways

• Site is located within acceptable walking distance of bus stops and a host of
 local facilities including Bengeo Primary School, community facilities and the
 Co-op supermarket 
• Primary vehicular access to site from Wadesmill Road via simple priority junction 
• Potential secondary vehicular access to site from Sacombe Road, subject to
 discussions with HCC 
• Pedestrian access to site provided where Restricted Byway (Hertford 001) meets
 Wadesmill Road with dropped kerb crossing point and tactile paving - this is 
 being provided as part of The Stiles development which will also benefit the
 application site 
• Pedestrian access at northwestern corner of site to link with Footpath 024 at 
 junction of Sacombe Road / The Orchard 
• Restricted Byway to be retained and improved maintaining the existing leisure
 route through the site with priority over vehicular traffic where the main access
 road crosses the byway 
• Cycle provision along existing local highway network 
• Travel Plan will promote sustainable travel through a number of measures and
 will be monitored to ensure targets are being met 



Sustainable
drainage
strategy

Surface water drainage strategy

Runoff from the site will discharge in a
North-easterly direction to outfall into an existing
watercourse which runs alongside Wadesmill Road.

The runoff flow rate will mimic the existing
greenfield situation so as not to pose flood risk
offsite, with a balancing (storage) pond located
alongside to attenuate the rainfall during periods of
heavy or prolonged storm events.

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) will
be incorporated onsite to ensure that quantity and
quality of the runoff is managed, and bio-diversity
is encouraged where possible.

The developer will work alongside and seek
additional advice from Hertfordshire County
Council who act in the capacity of Lead Local
Flood Authority, meaning that they too will ensure
that the scheme proposed is both sustainable and
prevents flood risk both on and offsite.

Foul water drainage strategy

Drainage from toilets, sinks, baths, etc will be 
collected within a network of below-ground sewers
and taken initially to a new pump station that will
be situated in the North-east corner of the site.

From here, the effluent will be pumped up-hill and
discharged into an existing public sewer in
Sacombe Road.

The pump station will be almost entirely 
below-ground with only a small control kiosk
noticeable above ground level.

Modern pump stations are very quiet and there will
be a robust service and maintenance regime in
place to ensure it operates efficiently and
effectively at all times.

The developer acknowledges that parts of the
existing public sewerage system in Bengeo is at,
or close to, maximum capacity.

Therefore, an impact assessment is being carried
out by Thames Water to ensure that any necessary
upgrades/improvements are in place, prior to any
new dwellings connecting to the existing drainage
network.

Permeable paving to shared drives
and apartment block parking areas

Existing sewers downstream of proposed
connection are subject to an Impact Study by
Thames Water. If insufficient capacity is found

to exist, Thames Water are obligated to provide
all necessary upgrades to support the

development.

Foul water discharge
proposed to this chamber

Roadside grassed swale

Runoff from site
discharges via pond

Controlled
outfall to ditch





Following the consultation, we will review and consider all the feedback
we receive before finalising our proposals for the site.

We expect to submit a planning application to East Herts District Council
later this year.

Please note that East Herts District Council have asked that comments are
not sent to them at this stage as they will not be considered until a
planning application has been submitted.

Consultation with local communities has a really important part to play in
the process of developing proposals for new homes.

We want to create a development that complements the local area and we
are commited to working with local people to help us achieve this. That is
why it is so important for us to hear your views on our current plans.

To make sure your comments are considered, please
send us your feedback by Friday 11th November 2022.

You can give us your feedback in the following ways:

By completing a feedback form at this 
consultation event

By emailing your comments to 
bengeowadesmillroad@durkan.co.uk

By downloading a feeback form from
our website and posting it to us at
Bengeo Wadesmill Road, Camargue,
Eagle Tower, Cheltenham,
GL50 1TA

What happens
next?
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